[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, WI, Zip Code]
[Your Email]
[Your Phone Number]
[Date]

The Honorable [Legislator's Last Name]
Wisconsin State [Assembly/Senate]
PO Box [8952 for Assembly / 7882 for Senate]
Madison, WI 53708

RE: Support for Increased State Funding for Home-Delivered Meals (Meals on Wheels)

Dear [Representative/Senator] [Last Name],

As your constituent, I am writing to urge your strong support for increasing state funding for Wisconsin’s Home-Delivered Meals (HDM) program in the 2027–2029 biennial budget. Funding for the HDM program comes from federal, state, and local governments, as well as participant contributions. Currently, Wisconsin provides $675,000/year for this program. State funding equals about 3% of the total program funding, which is far below what is needed and what our neighboring Midwest states contribute. Ohio contributes over $1.5 million, Minnesota contributes nearly $2.7 million, Michigan provides $11.7 million, and Illinois provides over $55 million to this valuable program. Today, 31 Wisconsin counties report that they must maintain waitlists, cannot serve their entire county, must prioritize who receives meals, and/or have reduced the number of meals provided each week. Additional state funding is needed to address the growing waitlists and rising operational costs. 
Insert your personal story or experience. How does the nutrition program help you, your family, and/or your community members? What happens when services are not available? Is the program able to serve all in need in your community?
Your investment will:
· Reduce or eliminate waitlists, 
· Increase food security and improve nutrition status for older Wisconsinites,
· Lower falls risks, and
· Improve social connection and ability to remain living at home for homebound older Wisconsinites.

Investing in Home-Delivered Meals is a fiscally responsible way to help older Wisconsinites age in place. The cost of providing a year of home-delivered meals is roughly equivalent to the cost of just one day in a hospital or 12 days in a nursing home.

I look forward to seeing your commitment to older people and family caregivers. Thank you for your time and for your service to our district.
Sincerely,
[Your Signature]
[Your Printed Name]
