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November 2025



 
Helping Beneficiaries Save on Medicare Costs
As the holiday season approaches, many individuals are planning celebrations and gift giving. But for some Medicare beneficiaries, this can be a hard time of year. Money can be tight, and paying for health care or medicine can be stressful.  You play a vital role in helping beneficiaries learn about programs that can ease that burden.
Many beneficiaries with limited income and assets don’t realize that help is available to lower their healthcare and prescription costs. Often, eligible individuals miss out on valuable savings simply because they’re unaware these programs exist, assume they don’t qualify or are overwhelmed with the application process. 
Your outreach and support can make a difference. By sharing information about the Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs), Medicare Part D Extra Help (Low-Income Subsidy or LIS), and SeniorCare you can help clients access the benefits they deserve. 
Consider including the article below in your next newsletter, on social media or your agency website to increase awareness about these programs. Please note the article below does not take into account the $20 general disregard in the income limits. You can also use different outreach material found on the Help with Medicare Costs section on the GWAAR Medicare Outreach and Assistance Resource page to help with your outreach efforts.
Your outreach efforts are important to ensure that Medicare beneficiaries with limited income are informed about programs that offer assistance. This not only helps them find the support they need but also improves or maintains their quality of life. 

By the GWAAR Medicare Outreach Coordinator



Discover Cost-Saving Programs for Medicare Beneficiaries
(for reprint)
The holiday season is a time for family, friends, and gratitude; however, for some, it brings added concerns about increased expenses along with their usual monthly bills. For those with Medicare there are special programs that might help pay for some Medicare costs like Medicare premiums, deductibles and prescriptions. 
Let’s look at a few ways you can save:
	Program
	Monthly Income Limit (Single)
	Monthly Income Limit (Married)
	Resource Limit (Single)
	Resource Limit (Married)

	QMB (Qualified Medicare Beneficiary Program)
	$1,325
	$1,783
	$9,660
	$14,470

	SLMB (Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary Program)
	$1,585
	$2,135
	$9,660
	$14,470

	QI (Qualifying Individual Program)
	$1,781
	$2,400
	$9,660
	$14,470

	QDWI (Qualified Disabled & Working Individual Program)
	$5,302
	$7,135
	$4,000
	$6,000


· Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs) – These programs help pay your Medicare Part A and B costs. There are four kinds of programs, you don’t need to know which one to pick when you apply, your state determines which program(s) you qualify for. To qualify, your income and savings must be below certain limits. 
Income and resource limits in 2025


· Extra Help (Low-Income Subsidy or LIS) is a Medicare Program to help people with limited income and resources pay Medicare drug coverage (Part D) premiums, deductibles, coinsurance, and other costs. 
Income and resource limits in 2025
	
	 Monthly Income Limit
	Resource Limit

	Individual
	$1,956
	$17,600

	Married Couple
	$2,644
	$35,130



If you already get Medicaid, Medicare Savings Program or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments from Social Security, you automatically get Extra Help – you don’t have to apply again!
· SeniorCare is a program for Wisconsin residents that helps pay for prescription drugs and vaccines. To enroll in SeniorCare, you must be a Wisconsin resident, a U.S. citizen or qualifying immigrant and 65 years or older. There is a $30 enrollment fee. There are 4 different participation levels, level 1 income and out-of-pocket expenses for 2025 are below. 
	
	Level 1 Annual Income Limit

	Individual
	$25,040

	Couple
	$33,840


	Level 1 out-of-pocket expenses

	-No deductible or spenddown
-$5 copay for each covered generic prescription drug
-$15 copay for each covered brand-name prescription drug





How to Apply:
Medicare Savings Program: Contact your local Medicaid office or online at access.wi.gov 
Extra Help: Apply online at www.ssa.gov with Social Security Administration or by calling 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778). 
Senior Care: Get an application online at dhs.wisconsin.gov/seniorcare or call 1-800-657-2038. Applications need to be mailed in with $30 fee. 
Even if you think you make too much, it’s worth checking! Many people qualify and don’t know it. Getting help can save you hundreds of dollars every year – money you can use for what really matters.
For more information about these benefit programs, help with applying or for assistance with Medicare questions, contact <YOUR AGENCY CONTACT INFO HERE>
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