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October 10, 2025             

Action is needed now to ensure that Wisconsinites continue to have access to food assistance. 

Federal changes to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 

known as FoodShare in Wisconsin, will put people at risk of losing access to 

needed food assistance if the state doesn’t take action quickly.  

The federal reconciliation bill ((H.R.1), signed into law July 4, 2025, made 

cuts and changes that require Wisconsin to increase its share of the 

financing needed to run the FoodShare program. The new law also requires states to do more work to 

meet the new requirements; this further increases the costs of running the program, at the same time 

federal funding is being reduced.  

State and county budgets are insufficient to cover the increased costs and reduction in federal funding. 

That means the state legislature must allocate more state money so Wisconsin can keep running the 

FoodShare program well and in the way the federal government now requires.   

HELP STATE LEGISLATORS UNDERSTAND  

Let your state legislators know how important food assistance is to you and your community! 

Take Action: It is important for state lawmakers to know what it would mean if FoodShare benefits 
were delayed, reduced, or went away. Share the importance of this program for you, your family, 

community members you serve, and others. Use this Advocacy Alert from Feeding Wisconsin to ask 
your state Senator and Representative to support DHS’s funding request by amending AB 387/SB 390 
(the budget correction bill already introduced) to include this essential funding. If you prefer to contact 
your state legislators directly, go here to find contact information. Encourage others to take action using 
this Social media content. 
 

Organizations: Please consider signing onto this letter supporting increased state funding to keep the 

FoodShare program running well and in compliance with federal requirements. 

See additional information and talking points below. 
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FUNDING NEEDED TO COMPLY WITH FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS: 

● $16.1M for 56 more workers to make sure Wisconsin’s error rate stays low. Keeping Wisconsin’s error 
rate low helps Wisconsin avoid penalties of up to $205M that the federal government would charge 
the state beginning in Oct. 2027. 

● $32.4M for administrative costs that the federal government used to pay but is now shifting to states. 

● $20.7M to make sure all the people who get SNAP are working enough to get food assistance 
benefits or qualify for an exemption. 

WHAT ARE THE FEDERAL CHANGES TO FOODSHARE? 

Changes to Wisconsin’s FoodShare program resulting from H.R. 1 include: 

● Expanding work requirements to include many more people as of July 4, 2025. 

● Changing what is considered an error as of October 1, 2025. More things will now be counted as 

errors than before. If states have more than a 6% error rate, they will be penalized and will have to 

pay a lot more state money to keep getting federal money for the program, starting Oct 1st, 2028.  

● Increasing the workload of county workers.  Beginning November 1, these workers will have to do 

everything they are doing now to run the FoodShare program and serve many more people who 

need to prove they are working or exempt from work requirements without any more workers or 

money to do the extra work. 

● Reducing how much money the federal government gives to states to run the program, beginning 

October 1, 2026, creating a budget hole for states. Now, federal funding pays 75% of what it costs 

counties to administer the program. That will be reduced to 50% on Oct. 1, 2026.  

QUICK WISCONSIN FOODSHARE FACTS 

● 700,000 people in Wisconsin receive FoodShare benefits. 

● County workers help local people and verify whether they are eligible to get FoodShare. 

● People rely on counties to have enough workers and do a good job so that they can apply and get 

FoodShare in a timely way. 

● Wisconsin does a good job running FoodShare and has one of the lowest error rates in the country 

(4.47%) compared to the national average (10.93%). 

● Now, Wisconsin must continue all the work it currently does to run a successful program, and the 

additional work that is required by H.R. 1. 

https://gwaar.org/waan
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/rsdata.htm
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● The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) estimates 43,700 more people will have to 

“prove they are working” to keep FoodShare. Other changes will add to the time and complexity of 

individual cases. 

● People with disabilities and adults over age 65 who are exempt from work requirements need a 

FoodShare system that works well to make sure their benefits are not delayed or mistakenly denied. 

● Of Wisconsin FoodShare recipients: 

● More than 60% are in families with children, 

● More than 45% are in working families, and 

● More than 36% are in families with members who are older adults or are disabled. 

● People with low, fixed incomes are especially vulnerable to rising costs of living (housing, 

prescriptions, food). 

● As other costs go up, people lose jobs, or the economy worsens more people may not be able to 

afford food without SNAP. 

Go here to see who is enrolled in FoodShare (SNAP) in Wisconsin. 
 

 

 

https://gwaar.org/waan
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fxtlbffdab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0019C77YlXrS91iHXTAP1Y7-28NLveZyhfw2Of5PM1E8--Uk90CDXIrQRVVx_luGdm-UUKtOOlCuCUitVMGrZL92-p-I2_qQz9LHoehMCFnVd9-ah2OjejgP6I1W9xC8SLvTmoPVq31f-G1u6U5gJx9nwiv5rUM9a_0Bw_G3Epx5mREUkTsF5hq9K3zkWOaCFz13AEcG8-329G8C0TopWlqSER30NCd7IvPNDarkp9q8oocL9Du5k-elkNVUt11HWTm%26c%3D1-wedyWyWoodOSprElxRjEBFbjPeadcRdrxkGjXsJATmFy0iTj7yEA%3D%3D%26ch%3DW-bDUlo8pq19RCWKVDLFUYkSMZbSAtRPXUhGxx8c2XpbYyjJnFXvBw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Cf615acbe574547379f2908de07f8f120%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638956962981607801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cHiFQ%2B%2F8Rec1tNK1Oro52Wu6TDZLybUYfWBn5EkGtgs%3D&reserved=0

