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In-District Aging Advocacy Day event 

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network (WAAN) hosted its 8th Annual Aging Advocacy Day on 

May 14, 2024, in Madison. Advocates from across Wisconsin gathered to learn from and meet 

with other constituents from their Senate and Assembly district and develop their advocacy 

skills around WAAN’s top policy priorities. In the afternoon, advocates meet with their 

legislative representatives to provide information and share personal stories to help them 

understand how specific policy issues and proposals impact individuals, families, and older 

constituents. 

To build on this important advocacy, WAAN is encouraging advocates in the state to meet with 

their legislators in the district alongside other aging network partners. In-district advocacy 

events allow residents to individualize discussions with their legislators, speak directly with 

participants of services, and continue long-term relationship building.  

Statewide aging network partner are helping to coordinate, plan, and host these in-district 

events with aging advocates. Aging and Disability Professionals Association of Wisconsin 

(ADPAW), senior centers, and other network partners throughout Wisconsin are needed to 

reach out and connect with other partners and individual advocates in all corners of the state to 

help ensure that all Wisconsin Representatives and Senators are invited to at least one in-

district advocacy event. Our goal is to have all senate and assembly districts covered by 

individual county or regional area in-district meetings. 

ADPAW region leaders, senior centers, and other network partners do not need to take on this 

responsibility alone. WAAN members, with the assistance of AARP Wisconsin, are committed to 

assisting with the planning of these meetings and the training of in-district hosts.  

Together, the Wisconsin aging network can reach all legislators in their communities this 

summer to share our most important policy priorities.  

For more information on upcoming in-district events (coming soon) and for resource and 

training materials go to: https://gwaar.org/aging-advocacy-day-2024. 
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Older Americans Act Reauthorization 

In 2025, the Older Americans Act (OAA) will celebrate its 60th anniversary! The OAA is currently 

reauthorized through Sept. 30, 2024. A strong OAA reauthorization is key to ensuring a network 

of national, state, tribal, and community-based organizations can plan for and implement 

programming that aims to ensure all older adults, especially the most vulnerable, can age well 

with health and economic security. 

The Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP), of which U.S. Senator 

Tammy Balwin is a member, is overseeing the 2024 reauthorization of the OAA. The HELP 

committee held a hearing on Thursday, March 7. You can view the hearing here (Senate HELP 

Committee hearing). Last week, the Senate Special Committee on Aging also held a hearing on 

OAA Reauthorization. You can view that hearing here (Senate Aging Committee hearing). 

House and Senate members are in their home states and districts this week for a brief recess 

period. This is a perfect time to connect with your federal legislators regarding the importance 

of reauthorizing the OAA. 

Take action: 

Contact your U.S. Representative and U.S. Senators Tammy Baldwin and Ron Johnson now to 

advocate for reauthorization of OAA programs and services. Use USAging’s Reauthorization 

Toolkit at www.usaging.org/OAA as you engage your Members of Congress and local 

grassroots advocates! To get started, see the list of ideas and actions below. 

• Send an email or letter to your Representative and Senators (See Wisconsin Members 

of 118th Congress for contact information). Use USAging’s template letter to get started 

educating your Members of Congress. It is particularly important that lawmakers hear 

from you if they serve on the Senate HELP and/or Aging Committee(s) or the House 

Education and Labor Committees, which have jurisdiction over OAA in Congress. 

USAging has posted a list of key House and Senate committee members.  

• Engage your Members of Congress on social media. Use USAging’s OAA social media 

toolkit on Facebook, LinkedIn and X to spread the word about OAA! Make sure to follow 

and tag your lawmakers in these posts.  

• Ask your grassroots advocates to email/post a short social media note to lawmakers. 

Members monitor their email/website traffic for constituent correspondence, and 

personal messages resonate most. Ask your grassroots advocates to share why OAA is 

important to them.   

• Share stories in person. Attend a townhall meeting this week to share how important 
OAA services are to older adults and caregivers. Better yet, invite your Members of  

mailto:janet.zander@gwaar.org
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/the-older-americans-act-supporting-efforts-to-meet-the-needs-of-seniors
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/the-older-americans-act-supporting-efforts-to-meet-the-needs-of-seniors
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/the-older-americans-act-the-local-impact-of-the-law-and-the-upcoming-reauthorization
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-215CEC17mzuFu_qvJD_InFjNprZs2f-Ahc8ef4iINSaHJ9ritUZjZqkedDUpUfsVl1PCCUhdDaGb9nG6SgbpeYO7SM648BWUtmCLrtiZMW42a%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710352943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hySam2U4viY5zSoYavqJR1M26MskEp8OFY54gOGRncs%3D&reserved=0
https://gwaar.org/api/cms/viewFile/id/2007697
https://gwaar.org/api/cms/viewFile/id/2007697
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzuhn6Uuc05mDVHXwvWbgJ-6gKs1JOha-a5Jj6eQyG7Jeon8K5dNli9NFxj9P4TEBCX5MNvShHTBBFYekIB_bN-Kjh7cYsB9WddSknn3jNs-B8bcZF8ooRn46L2nEBq1J8wDp57KGS-3YytV9YcOVAQDTusDQabNKw88ReHCHxCnGiOtg0WgY-bSA%3D%3D%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710373317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2BejkvR2dLvLejFfFQnjAxLx%2BJABstCjwg6ySKbWwhk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzuRRDjcHhqb1-sPsIqQY8NOrKnAXtTktd9Xq3P-l4buKN_aeERnUnYMcW0lL0iUz-VDTc0AnBUppYaQkedK2MTAGl1eUPCAGn1TV9ehBOxTnbSOGRlt28FY6P9fjFH1LwbuVcplq6IS7mjV4daw_I3bgPKfywzA7pj%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710407110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gD%2FkjB29EhWYrLdTegqGK1Yj47EN5i3YCsU6EZDKcE4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzuKkV5PYxbwDO5xAtyWp0a0-oOtsRuGMLblcbZGTxFcxVpFvRdt01Mh6Pvul0qLw6LkiDAVshkzL8-pkWB7i43c4OTnO1QPHOfyHKMxPGhT4Ap7W-xLLalUN73YPacJvtVsa5Pm5Tq_QJfiABKN3T7v8bfn3pJ42mUID45W8E2aDQ%3D%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710413729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rf4rbIXAA8oTQL9s5mGaCZrxeK3xnTeSumbonY%2F03SU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzuKkV5PYxbwDO5xAtyWp0a0-oOtsRuGMLblcbZGTxFcxVpFvRdt01Mh6Pvul0qLw6LkiDAVshkzL8-pkWB7i43c4OTnO1QPHOfyHKMxPGhT4Ap7W-xLLalUN73YPacJvtVsa5Pm5Tq_QJfiABKN3T7v8bfn3pJ42mUID45W8E2aDQ%3D%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710413729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rf4rbIXAA8oTQL9s5mGaCZrxeK3xnTeSumbonY%2F03SU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzurzt6rO06E9IYPFKiWSFegayT1KfmB9NJEv4rAM3bDYVdA0gMnecWcxQwSmrprgPl9jHLQgB1lJwNF2nVXPaP6Zpz5QnDHnitqetZwTzjB0YVVcuPVfe_N2NDQEFXnBS86kVbo9HocABz5MooEoaIy80IMRfE0CUwY8U8dOJ4ueoGerLBntOczg%3D%3D%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710420032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h9Vb9JR1J5Q5p2uwBOaXIBDLMboBTrsm2xKKODmt2Vc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fq9vrptabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001m0MRGHryFHQfoYTuMGCfZ2fm6fvYPh25NjMX8WXsLjKmkz8c24-217tO9lKDrJzurzt6rO06E9IYPFKiWSFegayT1KfmB9NJEv4rAM3bDYVdA0gMnecWcxQwSmrprgPl9jHLQgB1lJwNF2nVXPaP6Zpz5QnDHnitqetZwTzjB0YVVcuPVfe_N2NDQEFXnBS86kVbo9HocABz5MooEoaIy80IMRfE0CUwY8U8dOJ4ueoGerLBntOczg%3D%3D%26c%3DV5MazBBNBMYFXpjgbzasdqBUJO9DXr0nYdUCgt9dl9AWwWH9HyIJcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DpG0QGI74m4uywjBZEPxvqYCC4wyOg0XGgYSRAEiVjGRq-E1zliUXgw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjanet.zander%40gwaar.org%7Ca85f6478079446a94ba708dc79b8e8a7%7C8e087664409d4c4ca6b47aa01020d6ea%7C0%7C0%7C638519084710420032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h9Vb9JR1J5Q5p2uwBOaXIBDLMboBTrsm2xKKODmt2Vc%3D&reserved=0


 

5-28-24                       janet.zander@gwaar.org           Greater WI Agency on Aging Resources, Inc. 
 

 

Congress to come see your agency in action and meet some of their constituents receiving 
OAA services!  

We must ensure that all members of Congress know that OAA programs and services enable 
older constituents and family caregivers to age with health, well-being, dignity and 
independence in their districts and states. 
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