Medicare Outreach Idea of the Month
February 2024

Preventive Benefits with Medicare

Preventive services can help prevent illness and detect health problems early when treatment works best. Increase awareness of these Medicare services in your local community with a series of social media posts on prevention topics.  You can get started by including the following message on your agency’s Facebook page:
	
Take a step towards better health with Medicare’s Preventive Benefits, including cancer screenings and a yearly wellness visit. Watch this video from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to learn more. For local assistance with your Medicare questions, contact <YOUR AGENCY INFORMATION HERE>.

Due to popular demand, the SHIP TA Center is now sharing downloadable images and flyers that have been created from monthly Medicare Minutes. These Medicare Minutes monthly topic-themed graphics are presented in various formats to support your Medicare outreach. These can be used to post to your Facebook page, your website or printed as a flyer. Check out the new announcement from the SHIP TA Center that they are now sharing recent graphics that have been shared on their Facebook page to assist with your outreach. They stated to check back as more will be added throughout the month!

Additionally, CMS has created a series of YouTube videos called Medicare and You: An Informational Series for People with Medicare. Many of these videos focus on Medicare preventive services and can be incorporated into your social media posts by including a link to the video on each specific topic. Also, consider adding a section to your website to promote Medicare’s preventive benefits. 

You can also continue to keep Medicare beneficiaries informed by using articles for Medicare outreach in your agency newsletter and press releases to the community from the Medicare Outreach and Assistance Resources webpage.  Scroll to Prevention to view articles on this topic.

If you are needing help in your Medicare and MIPPA outreach, please contact Alyssa Kulpa, GWAAR Medicare Outreach Coordinator, for assistance! 

By the GWAAR Medicare Outreach Coordinator

Upcoming Optional SHIP trainings:

Medicare Outreach Basics
· Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024, from 1–2 p.m.
· Zoom link; Outlook event 
· Intended audience: New SHIP counselors and anyone who wants to share outreach strategies of their own
· Agenda: Basics of Medicare outreach and ways to organize your outreach for the year

Partnerships and Professional SHIP Volunteers
· Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024, from 1–2 p.m.
· Zoom link; Outlook event 
· Intended audience: SHIP counselors and supervisors interested in expanding their partnerships and/or identifying when it is advantageous to invite partners to become SHIP volunteers 
· Objectives 
· Identify how to maximize the impact of a partnership
· Learn when and how to refer prospective professional SHIP volunteers 
· Review conflict of interest rules regarding professional partnerships

Continuing Education Hours (CEH) Opportunity 
DHS has partnered with the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point to issue Continuing Education Hours/Units (CEH/CEU) to SHIP training participants. You must attend LIVE trainings to be eligible for CEHs/CEUs. Your attendance will be verified using Zoom attendance reports and completion of the survey after the live event.
Please email Alyssa Kulpa, GWAAR Medicare Outreach Coordinator, at alyssa.kulpa@gwaar.org with any questions regarding the trainings and please email Pam Watson, MIPPA Grant Coordinator, at pamela.watson@dhs.wisconsin.gov
with any questions regarding the Continuing Education Hours (CEH) Opportunity.
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