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The First-Ever National Technical
Assistance Center for those who
Serve Grandfamilies & Kinship

We help government agencies and nonprofit X
:

organizations in states, tribes, and territories work ’\
across jurisdictional and systemic boundaries to

improve supports and services for grandparents, other
relatives, close family friends, and the children they

raise when parents cannot.
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GKSNetwork.org
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Providing Technical Assistance to
Enhance the Level of Support
Grandfamilies & Kinship Families
Receive

Our umbrella of technical assistance provides
professionals with opportunities to engage in
learning, enhance quality of services, and build
capacity to better serve kinship/grandfamilies.

What is Technical Assistance? —>
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This morning

1.0verview of Kinship and Grandfamilies
2.0verview of Child Welfare
3.How the Aging Network Can Help
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Kinship an
Grandfam

An overview



Who are Kinship and Grandfamilies?




What else do we know?
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What else do we know?

GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP Sources: Kinship/Grandfamilies Data - Grandfamilies &
° gener&&ms ,,OS-O"Roosuppon'r NETWORK Usp(g-ng Kinship Suooor_t Network (qksnetwor_k.orq) and GAO
stronger together A National Technical Assistance Center in Aging Well at Home Report On Chlld Welfare and Aqlnq Proqrams (2020)



https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf

Caregivers
Across the
Country

Sources: Generations United’s State of
Grandfamilies Report-2022 and GAO Report on

Child Welfare and Aging Programs (2020)

Grandparents Responsible
for Grandchildren

More than 2.4 million grandparents are householders
responsible for grandchlidren living with them.

D C ——

= (-
-ﬁ’m%

are In the workforce

live below the poverty line

have a disabllity

are age 60 and older

speak English “less than very well”

have been caring for a grandchlid
for five or more years

have no parents of the grandchliidren
present In the home


https://www.gu.org/resources/state-of-grandfamilies-report-2022/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf

Racial Overrepresentation in Grandfamilies

2%
I mmal

Latino, Asian, and white children are not overrepresented in grandfamilies without parents in the home — they are either equally or
more likely to live in parent-headed homes.

Children in the U.S.
who are African American

Children in grandfamilies
who are African American

Children in foster care
who are African American

Children in the U.S. who are
American Indian and Alaska Native

| 1%

Children in grandfamilies who are . 8%
American Iindian and Alaska Native 2

Children in foster care who are
American Indian and Alaska Native

However, Latino, Asian, and Black children are more likely to live in multigenerational households than white children.
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For every m

being raised by kin in

< 1 s
< -
foster care, there are = a4

raised by kin outside 2.5 million \

Children in 7% children J0U0
Ki ns h i p/ of foster care Number of children

who are being raised by

G ran dfa m i I ie S ifi\ i-/ﬁ\ i/i\ a relative or close family

friend, with no parent }

i/?\ 1,?\ 1,?\ ‘I@\ living in the household

https://www.gksnetwork.org/resource " 2 " - z - 2 -

s/srandfamilies-kinship-families- I/'\ ﬂ'/’\ m f/'\

strengths-challenges/ and ® ® ® ® 133',873 )
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship- i/'\ i-/'\ 1’-/'\ i/'\ Numbgr of cl.uldren ) fos:ter
data/ care being raised by relatives
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https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/

Challenges
« 18 percent of grandparents raising grandchildren live
below the poverty line.
« 25 percent of grandparents raising grandchildren have
disabilities.
* Many children in grandfamilies also have disabilities
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Unique Challenges
» Raising children at time wasn’t planned or expected

« Often get children at a moment’s notice — in a traumatic
situation

 Emotional and role changes with children and with the
children’s biological parents

* Do not have an automatic legal relationship to the
children
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Grandfamilies Strengths: Children Thrive

Behavioral

Health

and Sisters vr.€ Identity

Belonging

Stability;
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Resources for Learning More

 Who Are Grandfamilies and Kinship Families? - Grandfamilies
& Kinship Support Network (gksnetwork.org)

« Kinship/Grandfamilies Data - Grandfamilies & Kinship Support
Network (gksnetwork.org)
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https://www.gksnetwork.org/who-are-grandfamilies-kinship-families/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/who-are-grandfamilies-kinship-families/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/

Questions about Kin Caregivers and
Grandfamilies?
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Child Welfare

Child
Welfare

Overview



What is Child Welfare?

* Child welfare is a complex system of many
agencies

 U.S. Administration for Children & Families
provides oversight and funding

« States primarily administrate child welfare

" CRANDEAMILIES & KINSHIP Source: Administration for Children and Families’ How
@ IUnited”™ 2 supPORT NETWORK Us/ \gINg  the Child Welfare System Works (2020)



https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf

What is Child Welfare?

» States primarily administrate child welfare

* Regulations vary state by state

* Local service providers include social services
departments, child and family service departments,
private child welfare agencies etc.

) CRANDEAMILIES & KINSHIP Source: Administration for Children and Families’ How
@ geNned ™ =% &5 SUPPORT NETWORK US:/ \gINg the Child Welfare System Works (2020)
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf

Child Welfare Terms

* Title IV-E (of the Social Security Act)
* Foster Care
 Adoption Assistance Program
 Guardianship Assistance Program

 Title IV-E Agency
* Child Welfare Agency
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More Child Welfare Terms

 Formal care
* Inside the system

Kinsﬁip

+ Informal care
« outside the system |

 |Involved in foster care and Not involved In foster
care.
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More Child Welfare Terms

* Licensed foster parent
* Wisconsin administrative code, chapter DCF 56

« Notlicensed
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Grandfamily Variations

=l @ il
(1)} (1) (1)

Inside and Licensed Inside and Not Licensed Outside and Not Licensed
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Another Variation

-
IIIH

® O
'M\ '
@
Was Involved with Child No Longer Involved with
Welfare Child Welfare
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DIVERSION

-
IIIH

® 0
® O ww
'M\ '
@
Was Involved with Child No Longer Involved with
Welfare Child Welfare
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Child Welfare: Services and Supports

Case worker
assigned with
defined duties

generPetbons
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Case Management

-
HHIT

o O o O
Case worker No case worker
assigned

USP"\gmg Source: kin-caregiving-options-dec21 2022-01-10
T T 22 34 13.pdf (grandfamilies.orq)



https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf

Child Welfare: Services and Supports

Health Care

-
HHIT

Agency has legal authority to Agency has legal authority to Kin caregiver may or may not be able
get healthcare for the child get healthcare for the child to obtain healthcare for the child
Child gets Medicaid Child may not get Kin caregiver responsible for getting
automatically Medicaid automatically health coverage for the child

o oo DG SURPORT NETWORK e 22 34 13.pdf (grandfamilies.orq)
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf

Child Welfare: Services and Supports

Legal Assistance

-
HHIT

Kin caregiver may receive an Kin caregiver may receive an Kin caregiver must obtain an attorney
attorney attorney on their own
Child and biological parents Child and biological parents U.S. Legal Services Corporation
get attorneys automatically get attorneys automatically may help

o oo DG SURPORT NETWORK e 22 34 13.pdf (grandfamilies.orq)
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.lsc.gov/about-lsc/what-legal-aid/i-need-legal-help

Child Welfare: Services and Supports

Income Assistance

wiin.
IIII
3K [ 3K
Each foster child receives No Foster Care No Foster Care
a monthly Foster Care Maintenance Maintenance
Maintenance Payment Payments Payments

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf

Child Welfare: Services and Supports

John H. Chafee Foster Care Program for Successful Transition to
Adulthood

Helps youth and young adults in foster care or recently aged-
out of foster care to transition to adulthood.

Funds can be used for help with education, employment,
housing, financial management, mentoring and more.

enerations GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP | |S p"
g um?éc':lo 222, SUPPORT NETWORK \g I ng
Because we're stronger together OS-@T A National Technical Assistance Center Leaders in Aging Well at Home



Child Welfare: Services and Supports

John H. Chafee Foster Care Program for Successful Transition to

Adulthood
S S
=] i Tl
® O | 3K ® O
Eligible for Chafee Eligible for Chafee Note Eligible for
Program supports Program Supports Chafee

geperations  GRANDFAMILIES2 KINsHIP  J§ A@in Source: kin-caregiving-options-dec21 2022-01-10
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf

Kinship Navigators

Information & Referral on Local Supports for Grandfamilies

> N i
[=] il L1111
o0 o0 o0
Eligible for Help Eligible for Help May be Eligible
from Kinship from Kinship for Help from
Navigators Navigators Kinship
Navigators
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf

Kinship Navigators

* Kinship navigators provide information and referral about local supports for
grandfamilies.

« Many (but not all) kinship navigator programs are run by child welfare
(a.k.a. Title IV-E) agencies

« Federal funds available, but many kinship navigator programs don't
receive these funds

* Established by the Family First Prevention Services Act as an optional
program; not available nationwide

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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Resources for Learning More

 Administration for Children and Families’ How the Child
Welfare System Works (2020)

* Generations United’s Kinship Careqgiving Options:
Considerations for Caregivers (2021)

« Kinship Navigator | Wisconsin Department of Children and
Families
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cpswork.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Care-Custody/kin-caregiving-options-dec21%202022-01-10%2022_34_13.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/kinship/navigator
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/kinship/navigator

Questions about Child Welfare?
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Aging
Network
Expertise
and Services

To entice kinship navigators to the
table




Aging
Network

(Formal)

Federal
U.S. Administration on Aging

State
State Units on Aging

Local and Tribal

Area Agencies on Aging,

Title VI Native American Aging
Programs and Aging & Disability
Resource Centers (ADRC's)



Community-Based Organizations

Aging T — g
Network ﬁ -
= &

(Informal)




Nutrition

Caregiver ’ Health & Wellness
o

Aging
Network

Services Elder Rights

(includes abuse prevention and
long-term care ombudsman programs)

AAA

services

Supportive Services



* National Family Caregiver
Support Program (NFCSP)

Aging
Network

Family Caregiver
Services

* Native American Caregiver
Support Program (NACSP)




NFCSP & NACSP
Required Services

*Information on available services
*Assistance accessing services
‘Respite

*Counseling, support groups or training
*Supplemental services
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NFCSP & NACSP Services
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Why Is the Aging Network a Key Partner?
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Why the Aging Network Is a Key Partner

L X
/d

46 percent are age 44 percent no longer 18 percent living
60 or older are employed below the poverty
66 percent are age line
55 or older

) Sources: Generations United’s State of
‘ geperations  cranoramiLiesskiNsHIP - (JSXFing  Grandfamilies Report-2022 and GAQO Report on
Because we're stronger together U UV 0 A National Technical Assistance Center Leaders in Aging Well at Home Chlld Welfare and Aqlnq Proqrams (2020)



https://www.gu.org/resources/state-of-grandfamilies-report-2022/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-20-434.pdf

Why the Aging Network is a Key Partner

N

1

1)

Child Welfare OQutside and

Not Licensed

US/ging
Leaders in Aging Well at Home




Why the Aging Network is a Key Partner

* Benefits Counseling

* On Medicare, Medicaid (for older adults), Social Security,
etc.

* Congregate Meals (i.e, Senior Dining)
« Home-Delivered Meals

eneratipns GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP
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How the Aging Network Can
Help

@  Homemaker and chore services
* In-home personal care
* Transportation
» Assistive devices
25 percent have a * Chronic disease self-management

disability Classes |
* Nutrition counseling
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Stress

 Children arrive at a moment’s
‘ ‘ notice — in a traumatic situation

 Emotional and behavioral needs
of the children

* Do not have an automatic legal
relationship to the children
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How the Aging Network Can Help
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National Family Caregiver Support
Program & Native American Caregiver
Support Program

» Kin caregiver support groups
 Kin caregiver training

* Respite

 Information & Assistance
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rmomeon  USAGIng = The Aging Network’s Support
Ao ook Lyl Nationwide

Titie VI Native American Aging Programs

Introduction

Geandparents and other famsly memdens who

arg rgng refative chddeon, known as Janshy or
grandfambes have unique needs (across a vanely
of areas) that affect thew dady kves, including
NG and caregiver SUPPONS, chilkd welfare and
oAl seraces

« 87% give information on services

Area Agencies on Agng (AMs) and Title VI Native
Amencan Agng Programs (Tite VI programs)
serve as natonwids ifsiines for clder adkits age
60 and cider, fansly caregrvers and, mcreasngly
pecple younger than ::e 60 who have disabiibos
Both AAAS and Titke VI programs. provade 3 range of secvices for older adulls meiudng nutrson
programs, famdy caregiver Senices ohome personal care asustance. and other SUPPOIVe
Senvices Bke Yanspotaton AAAS iSO prOVCS SENACes Promoing hedth, Managng RSexse
and combating elder abuse

USAgng. a8 a part of s partnership with the Grandfamdes 8 Kinship Suppont Network

- L} L} [}
A Natonal Techmcal Assistance Canter (lad by Gansrations Unted and Snded through 0
a cooperative agreement with the U S Admensstrasion for Communty Lnang), conducted . O prOVI e ral I l I I lg e l I' a IOI l
a poll of AAAs and Tithe VI programs in early 2022 10 leam more about ther efforts o

suppont knshipigrandfanyles. This repont summarzes the effons, funding sources and
budgets, and techncal assistance neads of respondents. Thes repon uses the term
sonshipgrandfamily to refer to all famdies i winch grandparents. other relatives, or close
famdy fnends raise children whoso parents are not avaslable This report aiso rofers o
he grandparents, other relatves, and close family inends rarsing child refatives as fury

S it * 59% offer support groups

Kinshepigrandfambes form when relatives take pomary responsibiity for raisng chidren whose
Deologeal parents ane unavadable for 3 vanaty of reasons that inchude meitary depioyment
SUDSANCe abuse, INCATrabon, Of eath

* 77% help with service access

Nascnwide, around 2.5 milkon chidren whose parents cannot care for them are beng ': sec
by “u\'d’«als afls w os \r} rt‘w c# s Actonding 10 tr

* 54% provide respite

KanungiGranctamilan: The Ro'e of Area Agances o )
Aging 3nd Tite V) Native Amencas Agirg Programs
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Wisconsincaregiver.org

Wisconsin’s X ZE == o :
- M ABOUT FIND HELP IN ALLIANCE ~ VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR RESOURCES ~
Fa m I Iy Ca reg Iver us YOUR AREA CAREGIVERS

Support Programs

Er

a

i GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP
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Resources for Learning More

« Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network’'s Aging Network
Services and Supports for Kin/Grandfamily Caregivers (2023),
prepared by USAgIng

« Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network's
Kinship/Grandfamilies: The Role of Area Agencies on Aging
and Title VI Native American Aging Programs (2023), prepared
by USAging
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https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/aging-network-services-and-supports-for-kin-grandfamily-caregivers/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/aging-network-services-and-supports-for-kin-grandfamily-caregivers/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/usaging-topical-poll/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/usaging-topical-poll/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/usaging-topical-poll/

Questions about Aging Network
Services?

i GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP p’
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Thank you!

Leland Kiang

Program Manager,
Grandfamilies and Kinship
Care

USAgIng
LKiang@USAGJging.org
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GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP
° 2 SUPPORT NETWORK
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A National Technical Assistance Center

The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 95 percentage funded
by ACL/HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources, The contents are those of
the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or
the U.S. Government.
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