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Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network 

WHO WE ARE 

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network is a collaborative group of individuals and 
associations working with and for Wisconsin’s older adults to shape public policy and 
improve the quality of life of older people in Wisconsin. 

ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE 

WAAN operates on an informal basis 
(without a board, officers, or titles) 
although informal leadership has 
currently been designated to Greater 
Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources’ 
executive director Robert Kellerman. 

Membership consists of two types: core 

(organizations funded under the Older 

Americans’ Act) and affiliate (other 

groups and individuals with an interest 

in and commitment to advocacy on 

behalf of older people). Core members 

vote on and adopt WAAN’s platform of 

priority issues. In the rare event that an 

issue arises upon which WAAN opts to 

take a position but which is not directly 

addressed in the WAAN platform, WAAN 

core members can opt out of supporting 

that position. 

Potential new members will be 
approved by consensus of the WAAN 
membership. WAAN affirms that older 
adults should always be at the table in 
discussions on issues that impact them. 

WAAN holds monthly meetings of 
core members and affiliates to discuss, 
strategize, and coordinate activities 
relating to current advocacy 
opportunities. 

WAAN’s Mission 

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network’s 

(WAAN) mission is to work with and for 

Wisconsin’s older adults in shaping public 

policy to improve their quality of life by 

educating supporters and opponents, 

mobilizing allies on priority issues, and 

advocating positions visibly and effectively. 

WAAN is a collaborative group of individuals 

and associations organized to: 

• Expand the power base of each affiliate

organization through creation of a

statewide advocacy group.

• Utilize the shared experience and

knowledge base of member organizations

and individuals to identify priority issues.

• Engage member organizations and

individuals in advocacy strategies and

campaigns around priority issues.

• Increase the capacity for grassroots

leadership to bring about systemic change

through ongoing training.

• Help build a society that values and

supports people as they age.

Find WAAN’s issue briefs at: 

http://gwaar.org/waan 

http://gwaar.org/waan


Aging Advocacy Online Events - 2022 

Virtual training: 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

Legislative contacts: 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. 

Training 

1:00 – 1:05 p.m. Welcome and Opening Greeting 

1:05 – 1:20 p.m. Message from Governor Evers staff (TBD) 

1:20 – 1:35 p.m. Senator Kathy Bernier (Chippewa Falls), Senate Dist. #23 

1:35 – 1:50 p.m. Representative Beth Meyer (Bayfield), Assembly Dist. #74 

1:50 – 2:00 p.m. Celebrating Successes & Unfinished business 

2:00 – 2:15 p.m. 2022 Aging Advocacy Day Priorities 

2:15 – 2:25 p.m. Instructions on connecting with your State Legislators 

2:25 – 2:30 p.m. Wrap up 

Call Your State Legislators 

2:30 – 4:00 p.m. Complete your Aging Advocacy Day activities by calling 

your State legislators using the suggested schedule 

below: 

Participants with last names starting with: 

A-I – make your calls between 2:30 – 3:00 p.m.

J-R – make your calls between 3:00 – 3:30 p.m.

S-Z – make your calls between 3:30 – 4:00 p.m.

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy 
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of individuals and associations working 
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adults to shape public policy to 
improve their quality of life. 
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Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

Direct your questions to: Janet Zander, Advocacy & Public Policy Coordinator 

Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources 

janet.zander@gwaar.org or (715) 677-6723. 

 Agenda 

https://gwaar.org/waan
mailto:janet.zander@gwaar.org
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• Aging Units and Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs) serve  
older adults and people with disabilities in every Wisconsin County  
and Tribe. 

• Local Elder Benefit Specialists (EBSs) provide counseling and assistance  
with Medicare, private health insurance issues, Social Security, housing, 
consumer debt, Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income, and FoodShare. 

• Local professionals at ADRCs provide individualized community resource 
options counseling so customers can make informed decisions about 
their needs. 

• ADRCs are the only provider of local, unbiased decision support.  

• There are no income or asset requirements to use ADRC services.  

• There has been a 22% increase in ADRC customers with no state  
funding increase. 

The Issue:                  05/2022 
Invest in Aging/ADRC  
Network Funding  

• Aging Units and ADRCs programs and services provide savings for  
taxpayers, individuals and families. 

 The average annual monetary impact of the benefits of one full-time 
EBS to clients and the community is $1,831,085. 

 Every $1 invested into Wisconsin ADRCs leads to a savings of $2.48. 

 ADRCs save nearly $1,000,000 per 1,000 customers served. ADRCs 
had over a half a million contacts in 2020. 

• People receiving options counseling at a local ADRC are 89% more likely 
to access privately paid resources rather than utilizing services through 
Medicaid-funded long-term care programs.  

• Increase state funding for Aging and ADRC programs and services to: 

 Ensure that as our populations ages, the increasing number of  
Wisconsinites served can make the most of their own resources; 

 Prevent or delay use of Medicaid-funded long-term care programs; and 

 Provide older adults, people with disabilities, and family caregivers 
the information needed to make fully informed decisions regarding 
their health, well-being, and care needs. 

 

 

What’s Happening? 

 

 

Why Does it Matter? 

 

 

Ask Legislators to: 

Contact WAAN  

1414 MacArthur Rd., Suite A 

Madison, WI  53714 

(608) 243-5670 

gwaar.org/waan 

 

 

What’s Happening? 
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• Wisconsin family caregivers need help. Family caregivers are the primary 
providers of long-term care…care that often goes beyond what they can do 
when they also have jobs or live far away, doing things like providing: 

 

 
 

 

• There are not enough providers to hire for assistance.   

The Issue:                  05/2022 
Support Family Caregivers  

• Support a family caregiver tax credit.  

• Increase respite funding throughout Wisconsin. 

• Expand Family and Medical Leave (FMLA) to: 

 include grandparents, grandchildren, and siblings; and 

 create an employee-funded FLMA insurance program to  
fund paid leave. 

• Many family caregivers face financial burdens because they: 

 have to leave their jobs or reduce work hours;  

 have no paid leave benefits; and 

 spend, on average, $7,000 out-of-pocket annually on expenses 
related to their caregiving role, and even more when caregiving 
from a distance.  

• Family caregivers need breaks. Limited respite funding and lack of  
providers is making it difficult for caregivers to receive a break. 

• Continual stress has a negative effect on the physical and mental health 
of both family caregivers and the people they care for. 

• Aging family caregivers may need supports and services themselves  
to remain at home. 

• It is difficult for those needing care who lack family caregivers or paid 
providers to stay in their own homes and communities. 

 

 

What’s Happening? 

 

 

Why Does it Matter? 

 

 

Ask Legislators to: 

Contact WAAN  

1414 MacArthur Rd., Suite A 

Madison, WI  53714 

(608) 243-5670 

gwaar.org/waan 

 direct care 

 care management 

 transportation 

 medication management 

 scheduling medical and  
therapy appointments  

 assistance with benefit  
applications 
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• Many older adults and people with disabilities face barriers to voting. 

These include:  

 polling place accessibility issues; 

 limited access to transportation; 

 difficulty obtaining valid photo ID for voting; 

 health or disability related concerns that limit their ability  
to vote at the polls or by absentee ballot; 

 no or limited internet access; and 

 no available assistance or support. 

The Issue:                  05/2022 
Keep Voting Simple 

• Support policies that make our elections more accessible. 

• Say no to bills that make it harder for older adults and people with  

disabilities to vote. 

• Add screen readers compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) to ensure accessible absentee ballots. 

• Require poll workers to complete training on disability rights and  

accommodations. 

• Fund transportation for voting related activities. 

• Improve access to photo ID so older adults and people with disabilities 

can exercise their right to vote by: 

 expanding the Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) service hours; and 

 adding DMV mobile sites where IDs can be obtained. 

• It can be complicated for some people to vote. 

• Some people with chronic conditions and/or disabilities are left out of 

the voting process. 

• For our democracy to work, it must include all of us, including people 

who need assistance to vote and/or people residing in care facilities. 

 

 

Why Does it Matter? 

 

 

Ask Legislators to: 

Contact WAAN  

1414 MacArthur Rd., Suite A 

Madison, WI  53714 

(608) 243-5670 

gwaar.org/waan 

 

 

What’s Happening? 



Aging Advocacy   

SOAR  
S - Set the scene: Who is the story about? Where are you in the story?
How does it affect you? What does it look/feel/sound like? 
 

O - Obstacles encountered: What is the problem? What are your grappling 
with, hoping to achieve or accomplish? 

 
A - Action: What do you need to happen? How is what you are asking going  
to affect you and/or the people you serve? 

 
R - Resolution: What is the outcome you are seeking? Make your ask? 
 

Making your ask! 
 

1. Introduce yourself (Set the Scene) 
Your name, where you live (you want to establish yourself as a constituent), 
where you work (if relevant); include details to set the scene for your 
story - are you an older adult, caregiver, aging network professional, 
other? Is your relationship to the issue personal, professional, both? 
 

2. Introduce your issue and experience (Obstacles and Action) 
Introduce your issue and how your issue impacts you or your agency, 
older adults or caregivers, and/or the community. Share your experience 
with the issue. How will what you are asking for impact you and/or 
others? 
 

3. Make your ask (Resolution) 
Make sure to let your legislator know what you want. Do you want 
him/her to introduce a new proposal/bill, support or oppose an existing 
bill, change a current policy? Increase funding for a particular program? 

The Wisconsin Aging  
Advocacy Network is a  
collaborative group of  
individuals and associations 
working with and for  
Wisconsin’s older adults  
to shape public policy to     
improve their quality of life. 
 

Core Member  
Organizations: 
 

Aging and Disability 
Professionals Association of 
Wisconsin (ADPAW) 
 
Alzheimer’s  Association 
Wisconsin Chapter 
 
Wisconsin Adult Day 
Services Association (WADSA) 
 
Wisconsin Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging (W4A) 
 
Wisconsin Association of  
Benefit Specialists (WABS) 
 
Wisconsin Association of  
Nutrition Directors (WAND) 
 
Wisconsin Association of  
Senior Centers (WASC)  
 
Wisconsin Institute for Healthy 
Aging (WIHA) 
 
Wisconsin Senior Advocates 
 
Wisconsin Senior Corps 
Association (WISCA) 
 
Wisconsin Tribal Aging Unit 
Association 
 
Find additional resources at: 

http://gwaar.org/waan   

You are the Expert! 

 Telling Your Story to Policymakers 

https://gwaar.org/waan
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EMERSON, Jodi (D-91) 322-West 6-7461 SKOWRONSKI, Ken (R-82) 209-North 6-8590

GOYKE, Evan (D-18) 112-North 6-0645 SNODGRASS, Lee (D-57) 21-North 6-3070

GUNDRUM, Rick (R-58) 312-North 4-8486 SNYDER, Pat (R-85) 307-North 6-0654

HAYWOOD, Kalan (D-16) 119-North 6-3786 SORTWELL, Shae (R-2) 316-North 6-9870

HEBL, Gary (D-46) 120-North 6-7678 SPIROS, John (R-86) 212-North 6-1182

HESSELBEIN, Dianne (D-79) 5-North 6-5340 SPREITZER, Mark (D-45) 109-North 6-1192

HINTZ, Gordon (D-54) 111-North 6-2254 STEFFEN, David (R-4) 323-North 6-5840

HONG, Francesca (D-76) 122-North 6-5342 STEINEKE, Jim (R-5) 115-West 6-2401

HORLACHER, Cody (R-33) 214-North 6-5715 STUBBS, Shelia (D-77) 17-North 6-3784

JAMES, Jesse (R-68) 9-West 6-9172 SUBECK, Lisa (D-78) 113-North 6-7521

KATSMA, Terry (R-26) 306-East 6-0656 SUMMERFIELD, Rob (R-67) 125-West 6-1194

KERKMAN, Samantha (R-61) 315-North 6-2530 SWEARINGEN, Rob (R-34) 123-West 6-7141

KITCHENS, Joel (R-1) 220-North 6-5350 TAUCHEN, Gary (R-6) 13-West 6-3097

KNODL, Dan (R-24) 218-North 6-3796 THIESFELDT, Jeremy (R-52) 223-North 6-3156

KRUG, Scott (R-72) 207-North 6-0215 TITTL, Paul (R-25) 219-North 6-0315

KUGLITSCH, Mike (R-84) 129-West 7-5158 TRANEL, Travis (R-49) 302-North 6-1170

KURTZ, Tony (R-50) 320-East 6-8531 TUSLER, Ron (R-3) 22-West 6-5831

LOUDENBECK, Amy (R-31) 304-East 6-9967 VANDER MEER, Nancy (R-70) 11-West 6-8366

MACCO, John (R-88) 208-North 6-0485 VINING, Robyn (D-14) 306-West 6-9180

MAGNAFICI, Gae (R-28) 7-West 7-2365 VORPAGEL, Tyler (R-27) 210-North 6-8530

MCGUIRE, Tip (D-64) 321-West 6-5504 VOS, Robin (R-63) 217-West 6-3387

MEYERS, Beth (D-74) 7-North 6-7690 VRUWINK, Don (D-43) 6-North 6-3790

MILROY, Nick (D-73) 104-North 6-0640 WICHGERS, Chuck (R-83) 306-North 6-3363

MOORE OMOKUNDE, Supreme (D-17) 8-North 6-5580 WITTKE, Robert (R-62) 18-West 6-0731

MOSES, Clint (R-29) 16-West 6-7683 ZIMMERMAN, Shannon (R-30) 324-East 6-1526

MURPHY, Dave (R-56) 318-North 6-7500

Assembly Chief Clerk Ted Blazel 401-RJC 6-1501 Hearing Room Schedules 411-West 7-9808

Assistant Chief Clerk Kay Inabnet 401-RJC 6-5550 Parking 411-West 6-2004

Admin Ass't/Maintenance (Carol) 401-RJC 6-1501 Leg. Audit Bureau 22 E. Mifflin 6-2818

Journals/Citations/Sess. Prayer (Julie) 401-RJC 6-2406 Leg. Council 401-E. Main 6-1304

Bill Intro/Bulletins/Calendar (Jeryn) 401-RJC 6-2545 Leg. Fiscal Bureau 301-E. Main 6-3847

Per Diem/Travel/Ofc Accts (Janine) 401-RJC 6-3826 Legislative Hotline 411-West 6-9960

Print Ordering - Edie Devine B20 SE 504-5669   (Toll-Free Number) 800-362-9472

Legislative Human Resources 33-E. Main Ste. 229 4-8471 Leg. Mail Room B10-West 6-5837

Sergeant-At-Arms Office/Page Staff 411-West 6-1503 LRB-Reference Section 200-E. Main 6-0341

Anne Tonnon Byers, Sgt-At-Arms 411-West 6-2004 LRB-Bill Drafting 200-E. Main 6-3561

Pat McKee, Ass't Sgt-At-Arms 411-West 7-9808 LTSB Tech Support 200-RJC 7-9528

General Office Supplies 411-West 6-1503 CAPITOL POLICE (Emergency) B2-North 6-7700

Graphic Designer-Jeff Bellini 401-RJC 4-8395 CAPITOL POLICE (Non-Emergency) B2-North 6-8797

Graphic Designer-Scott Templeton 323-West 4-8603 Photographer-Greg Anderson B7-West 1-9476

Assy Mailing Address:  PO Box 8952 (Reps A-L) or PO Box 8953 (Reps M-Z), Madison, WI 53708Photographer-Joe Koshollek B23-West 7-0897

E-Mail Address:  Rep.(insert last name)@legis.wisconsin.gov - WI State Legis. Website: http://legis.wisconsin.gov

HEARING ROOMS: North HR (2nd Fl)-504-5180; 413 North (GAR)-504-5191; 225NW-504-5181; 300NE-504-5183;

328NW-504-5184; 400NE-504-5185; 412E-504-5193; 415NW-504-5187 - RJC=Risser Justice Center 17 W. Main, Madison, 53703

NOTE:  All phone numbers are in 608 area code and preceded by numbers 26.



#WisAgingAdvocacy2022  

 

Green “Go” Sheet 
 

AARP Toll free 

Legislative Hotline 

State Senators: 844-489-1344 

State Representatives: 844-489-1346 
 

Recommended calling schedule—5/11/22 

Participants with last names starting with: 

A-I – make your calls between 2:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

J-R – make your calls between 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

S-Z – make your calls between 3:30 – 4:00 p.m. 



Basic Zoom Meeting Instructions for Aging Advocacy Day Participants Using a Desktop Computer 

You can join an online meeting through an email invite, an instant messaging invite, from a web browser, from the Zoom desktop and 
mobile application, from a landline or mobile phone, or with an H.323 or SIP device. 

To join the Aging Advocacy Day training:  

• Click the Join a Meeting link in the email you will receive/have received regarding the training. 

• Select if you would like to connect audio and/or video. 

• Click Join. 

Participants have access to these features: 

Participant controls  

 

• Join Audio  or Unmute / Mute : Mute and unmute your microphone. 
Audio Controls (click the ^ arrow next to Mute / Unmute): Allows you to change the microphone and speaker that Zoom is 
currently using on your computer. 

• Start Video  / Stop Video : Turns your camera on or off. 
• Video Controls (click the ^ arrow next to Start Video / Stop Video): Change cameras if you have multiple cameras. 

• Participants  : See who's currently in the meeting. You can also access these options by hovering over your display name and 
clicking More: 

• Rename: Change your screen name displayed to other participants. 

• Closed Caption  or Live Transcript : Click to start viewing a live transcript of the training. 

• Reactions : Clicking this icon allows you to provide reactions/nonverbal feedback during the meeting, as well as an option for 
raising your hand if you would like to make a comment or ask a question. These reactions are shown on your video panel and 
next to your name on the participants’ panel. 



To chat online with everyone or to type in a question: 

1. While in a meeting, click Chat  in the meeting controls. 

2. In the To: drop-down menu, select Everyone. 

3. Enter your message or question in the chat window. 

4. Press Enter to send your message. 

To leave the meeting: 

• Leave: Clicking on the red “Leave” button in the lower righthand corner of your screen to leave the meeting when it is finished 
or, if needed, to leave the meeting while it continues for the other participants (Note: Don’t worry this will not end the meeting 
for everyone). 

Additional Resources: 

• Watch a 2.5-minute video on “Joining a Zoom Meeting” here:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-
Zoom-meeting 

• Before joining a Zoom meeting on a computer or mobile device, you can download Zoom:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-
us/articles/4415294177549 from the Download Center: https://zoom.us/download. Otherwise, you will be prompted to 
download and install Zoom when you click a join link. 

• To familiarize yourself with using Zoom prior to Aging Advocacy Day, you can Join a Test Meeting: https://zoom.us/test or Join 
a Meeting Without an Account:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/4423182002317. 

• To join Zoom using some other device (a smart phone, pad/tablet, by phone only, or other methods), see additional Zoom 
instructions here: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Zoom-
meeting#h_01FNW1FZWAD55P6E6G283JYS1B  

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Zoom-meeting
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Zoom-meeting
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/4415294177549
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/4415294177549
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/test
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/4423182002317
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Zoom-meeting#h_01FNW1FZWAD55P6E6G283JYS1B
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Zoom-meeting#h_01FNW1FZWAD55P6E6G283JYS1B
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