
Working with legislators 

               
What can I do and how do I do it? 



Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful 

committed citizens can 

change the world.  

Indeed, itôs the only thing   

that ever has. 
 

Margaret Mead 



One Voice 

 Individuals and organizations 
are more effective if they 

speak with one unified voice.  
One message ï the same 

message.  



Why does it matter? 
 

Federal and state rules and regulations 
profoundly affect the services we can 
provide for our clients.    

 

 

ÉFederal and state funding  

ÉOlder Americans Act  

ÉFarm Bill  



Whoôs Who ï Federal 

Three branches of government:  

ÉLegislative  (Congress )ï makes  the laws  

ïSenate: 2 from each state, 6 -year terms  

ïHouse: currently set to 435 (population -
driven), 2 -year terms   

ÉExecutive  ï enforces the laws of the US  

ïPresident, VP, White House  

ÉJudicial  ï interprets the laws  

ïSupreme Court, et al.  

 



www.house.gov 

To locate your 

programsô U.S 

Representatives(s),  

type the zip code(s)  

for your programôs 

service area.  

Here 



www.senate.gov 

Here 

To locate 

your 

programsô 

U.S Senators, 

click your 

state in the 

dropdown 

menu.  



Whoôs who - State 

ÉGovernor  

ïChief Executive of the state  

ïUnlimited 4 -year terms ï elected by the 
masses in general election  

ïConsiderable control over state budget  

ïPower of appointment of many officials  

ïCommander - in -Chief of state National 
Guard when not under federal control  

 

 

 



Whoôs who - State 

ÉWI State Senate  

ï33 in state of WI. 18  Republicans , 15  
Democrats .  17 senate committees.  
May serve unlimited 4 -year terms.  

 

ÉWI State Assembly  

ï99 members in Wisconsin. Rï59, D -39, 
1 vacant seat. 31 Assembly committees. 
May serve unlimited 2 -year terms.  



Whoôs who - State 

Éhttp://legis.wisconsin.gov/  

 

 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/


Examples:  

Federal and State Legislation 

ÉOlder Americans Act  

ïEach state gets $XX based on 
population. States determine how to 
distribute within their state  

 

ÉFarm Bill Senior Farmersô Market 
Voucher Program  

ïStates get $XX. State decides how to 
distribute funds. Not all states get it, 
and all are not distributed state -wide.  



Example: 

State-specific Legislation 

ÉSenior Nutrition Program  

ïOlder Americans Act Nutrition Program  

ïState of Wisconsin provides about $13M 
for OAA aging programs from the stateôs 
General Purpose Revenue fund  

ïCensus shifts have left some counties 
with fewer low - income seniors leading 
to a decrease in funding  

ïNeed to advocate for additional funding 
for those counties  

 



Statute vs. Regulation 

ÉLegislature enacts statutes.  
 

ÉStatute = law  
 

ÉRegulation outlines how the law will 
be enacted.   
ïFederal law Ą state statute Ą legislative 

language in State Administrative Code  
 

ÉRegulation = rules  that outline how 
the law will be enacted and enforced 
(the details)  



Statute vs. Regulation 

ÉStatutory Code  
ïState law passed by the state 

legislature and signed by the governor  

 

ÉAdministrative Code  
ïState  regulations  written by the 

appropriate department  

ïSame authority and enforcement as 
statute  





Politics should be the part 

time job of every citizen  

 

 

Dwight D Eisenhower 



Advocacy vs. Lobbying 

ÉExamples of Advocacy :  
ïTelling your <legislator> how a federal grant 

your organization received has helped your 
constituents.  

ïEducating a <legislator> about the effects of a 
policy on your constituency.  

ïInviting a <legislator> to visit your 
organization so that he/she may see firsthand 
how federal funding or a policy affects day - to -
day operations and the difference it makes  

 

http ://www.ncoa.org/public -policy -action/advocacy - toolkit/  
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Advocacy vs. Lobbying 

ÉExamples of Lobbying :  
ïAsking your <legislator> to vote for or 

against, or amend, introduced legislation.  

ïPreparing materials or organizing events in 
support of lobbying activities.  

 

http ://www.ncoa.org/public -policy -action/advocacy - toolkit/  
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Wisconsin Government 

Accountability Board 
É You have an obligation to obtain a lobbying 

license from the Government Accountability 
Board, and the organization that pays you is 
required to authorize you as its lobbyist, if you 
attempt to influence state legislation or an 
administrative rule on behalf of a business or 
organization that employs you or from which you 
receive a payment (other than reimbursement of 
expenses) and you communicate with a state 
official or legislative employee about such 
matters on 5 or more days within a six 
month reporting period.  



Lobbyist 

An individual who for compensation: 

ÉCommunicates with state officials  

ÉFor the purpose of  lobbying 

ÉOn 5 or more days in a six-month 

period 

ÉExcludes communicating with own 

legislators 
http://gab.wi.gov/lobbying 



Do I need to register? 

É If you represent the views of a business or 

organization that pays you, but convey those 

views only to legislators elected from the Senate 

and Assembly districts in which you reside, 

you need not be licensed or authorized. 

É If you represent the views of a business or 

organization that pays you and you convey 

those views to all or many legislators or officials 

but do so only occasionally, up to 4 days within 

a 6-month period, you need not be licensed or 

authorized. 

http://gab.wi.gov/lobbying 

 


